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Foreword

It is a welcome task to introduce this document for
public consideration and debate.  The Smethwick 
Summit Galton Valley Conservation Area was 
designated some twenty years ago and has greatly 
contributed to the protection of this unique canal 
and industrial environment.  It is time to review that 
designation and the policies applied to it.

To this end a detailed study of the history, architecture, 
canals and industrial archaeology has been produced 
for the Council by Anne Upson MA, Dip. Arch.  This 
document is a condensed version of that study which 
is to form the basis for public consultation to seek the 
views on what the boundaries of the Conservation Area 
should be and what policies should be carried forward 
into the Council’s statutory plan (UDP Review) as 
Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG).

I hope that the document will bring about a positive and 
helpful debate which contributes to the conservation 
and restoration of the area, shaping Council policy 
to refl ect the public’s wishes and aspirations for this 
unique area.

Bob Badham
Cabinet Member for Urban Form



1  Introduction

1.1  Smethwick Summit Conservation area was  
  designated in 1984.  It is a narrow canal  
  corridor along the Birmingham Canal from  
  Smethwick Junction to Bromford Stop.  
  It contains the two parallel canals crossing  
  Smethwick Summit.  The original Brindley Canal  
  of 1768-9 known as the Old Main Line (OML)  
  was lowered under a scheme (attributed to  
  John Smeaton) in 1790.  In 1829-30 a parallel  
  and deeper canal was cut, Telford’s New Main  
  Line (NML).

1.2  The Conservation Area contains a wealth of  
  surviving buildings and structures of great  
  interest and value to canal and industrial 
  history.   The Council have commissioned a  
  Conservation Area Appraisal to assess the  
  existing conservation area, define the 
  special architectural or historic interest of 
  the area and carry out an audit of the 
  heritage assets.

1.3  Based on that report, the Council have   
  authorised the publication of this document for  
  public comment.  It is an abbreviated version  
  of the full report, which has also been made  
  available in limited numbers and for reference 
  in Libraries and Council offices.

1.4  It is the Council’s intention based on the  
  study and the outcome of public debate to  
  review the boundaries of the Conservation 
  Area and formulate policies and proposals for  
  the area as Supplementary Planning Guidance.   
  It is intended to subsequently make a bid to  
  English Heritage for a Heritage Economic  
  Regeneration Scheme (HERS) scheme and  
  perhaps a Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI)  
  scheme.

1.5  Sections 2, 3 and 4 below with associated  
  figures, are taken from the Smethwick Summit,  
  Galton Valley, Smethwick Conservation Area  
  Appraisal (Upson, Kirkham, Cox and Potter 
  2002).  The Schedules of Heritage Assests and  
  associated figures are taken from this 
  Conservation Area Appraisal and from 
  Soho Technology Park, Smethwick Historic  
  Landscape Appraisal (Upson, Kirkham and 
  Potter 2002).

New Main Line - Rail Bridge with 
Galton Bridge behind



2  Summary of Special   
  Character and Interest of  
  the Conservation Area

2.1 Canals and Associated Structures

2.1.1 This is an unusually complex stretch of canal  
 landscape, and one which has been studied in  
 some detail.   The various phases of canal 
 construction and alteration are relatively well  
 documented which adds considerably to their  
 historic interest.  The phases of construction
 are shown in Figures 1a, 1b and 1c.

2.1.2 This special interest, though manifesting itself  
 today in some of the most important man- 
 made landscape in the region, results directly  
 from a feature of the natural topography of the 
 area, the Smethwick summit.  

 

 

 The consecutive engineering solutions adopted  
 to solve the problems presented by the high  
 ground of the summit serve both as a concise 
 history of the developments in canal building,  
 and provide the area with a historically   
 significant and aesthetically interesting network  
 of waterways, locks and associated structures.  
 While the two canals run side by side for some  
 of their length, providing easily comparable  

 evidence of the two main types of canal – the  
 ‘contour’ canal and the ‘direct line’ canal – the  
 loss of the major loops in Brindley’s canal  
 between Smethwick junction and Birmingham  
 boundary has dissipated this comparison.

2.1.3 Of further considerable historic significance is  
 the involvement of three of the major canal 
 engineers of the late 18th and early 19th   
 centuries in the various schemes of canal  
 construction and modification.  Although it is  
 now clear that John Smeaton’s involvement in  
 the alterations to the Old Main Line in the late 
 1780’s has previously been overstated (Andrew,  
 1995), the scope of James Brindley’s input  
 into the survey and design of the Old Main  
 Line in the 1760’s, and Thomas Telford’s into  
 the design and construction of the New Main  
 Line and many of its associated structures in  
 the 1820’s is in little doubt.

View from Brass House Lane 
Bridge 2003

Similar view - 1954 L to R - Brindley, Smeaton, Telford 



2.1.4 The enormous man-made landscape features 
created by the cutting of the canals into 
and through the natural topography, make 
a fundamental contribution to the special 
character and interest of the conservation 
area.  The planted and natural vegetation 
which has colonised these banks has softened 
the appearance of the cuttings which, even in 
the 1920’s appear to have still been relatively 
bare, and they now have significant nature 
conservation value.

2.1.5 The early brick bridges, though reduced 
in numbers and mostly much altered, are 
important to the re-creation of a sense of the 
canal landscape before the cutting of the NML. 
The narrow blocked arches show the problems 
of traffic congestion caused by the narrowing of 
the canal to a single boat width, and the signs of 
wear from the tow ropes in the fabric of their 
sides also adds to the understanding of the early 
practices of canal transport.

2.1.6 A very significant contribution to the aesthetic 
character and appearance of the conservation 
area is made by the two main phases of cast 
iron towpath and roving bridges associated with 
the construction and subsequent upgrading of 
the New Main Line.  The earlier phase of 1828 
& 1829, with their white painted spandrels, 
their attractive bands of quatrefoils below the 
handrails, and their moulded cover plates over 
the junctions between their two castings are 
particularly fine.  The simpler 1848 bridges, 
also painted black and white make a similarly 
important contribution to the character and 
appearance of the conservation area.  Their 
use elsewhere along the Birmingham Canal 
Navigations lends an air of uniformity, tying 
together stretches of canal of very different 
landscape character.  

 Their group value, combined with their having 
been mostly produced at the nearby Horseley 
Iron Works in Tipton further enhances their 
local and regional significance.

2.1.7 Despite being of less aesthetic merit, the 
blocked openings in perimeter walls adjacent 
to certain stretches of the OML - which 
mark the locations of former private works 
basins, the potential for which was the very 
reason that many industries located here - are 
considered to make a positive contribution to 
the special historic interest and character of 
the conservation area.  In some ways, these 
ephemeral relics are more evocative of the 
past use of the canal as a busy transport route, 
essential to the industries along its bank and 
therefore to the economic prosperity of the 
area, than the more ‘polite’ and picturesque 
cast iron roving bridges which look wholly in 
keeping with the new use of the canal network 
as a leisure amenity.

2.1.8 There are a large number of nationally 
important structures along the canals within the 
Galton Valley, though many appear to have been 
listed for their contribution to a group value. 
Of those which have considerable intrinsic 
architectural and/or historic merit, the most 
notable are Smeaton’s Summit Bridge, which is 
a scheduled ancient monument, Telford’s Galton 
Bridge, a grade I listed structure, and Telford’s 
Engine Arm Aqueduct, which is also a scheduled 
ancient monument.

Galton Bridge circa 1935.

Engine Arm Aqueduct



2.1.9 Whilst these are of significant national 
importance as individual structures, and of 
great architectural and historic significance, 
their contribution to what is considered to be 
the essential special character and appearance 
of the conservation area is in some ways less 
positive than that made by the more mundane 
structures which are more evocative of the 
former atmosphere of life on the canals. 

2.1.10 Further historic significance is derived from 
the fact that most of the materials used in the 
construction and function of the canal system 
were produced locally.  The cast iron roving 
bridges from the Horseley Iron Works in Tipton, 
the Smethwick engine supplied by Boulton and 
Watt’s Soho Foundry, and the hydraulic cranes 
of the Smethwick boat indexing station supplied 
by Tangye’s all add to the regional significance of 
the system as a whole.

2.2 Landscape Character and Views 

2.2.1 Although of a fundamentally man-made 
nature, the landscape of the conservation 
area is becoming increasingly naturalised, with 
nationally important wildlife habitats developing 
along its banks.

2.2.2 The character of the landscape changes 
considerably along the length of the 
conservation area, providing a variety of 
appearance and atmosphere, from the open, 
semi-rural feel of the canal corridor close 
to the Birmingham boundary; through the 
industrial hinterlands to the north of Smethwick 
town centre; the vegetated embankments of 
the deep cuttings through the summit; the 
wooded former gardens of Galton House; the 
highly structured and urban channel of Chance’s 
glassworks site; beneath the brooding flyover 
of the M5 and again out in the more open rural 
feel of the junction at Bromford Stop.

2.2.3 While making it difficult to identify a single 
‘essential’ landscape character of the 
conservation area, they provide a wealth of 
variety, most of which makes its own important 
contribution to one aspect of the special 
character of the area.

Galton Tunnel

Smethwick Middle
and Top Lock



2.2.4 There are considered to be four locations 
within the conservation area which are of prime 
significance to its special interest, character and 
appearance; all where a number of significant 
structures and features occur within close 
proximity, the group value of which cannot be 
overestimated.  These will be considered from 
west to east.  (Figs. 2a, 2b & 2c).

2.2.5 The first is Bromford Stop in Zone 1, where 
the remains of the toll island and two phases of 
roving bridge set the backdrop for the flight of 
locks beyond.

2.2.6 The second is the vicinity of the Steward 
Aqueduct in Zone 2, where four stages in 
the history of the transport infrastructure of 
Britain can be seen in direct coincidence; the 
‘direct line’ NML canal, the aqueduct carrying 
the earlier Wolverhampton level ‘contour’ canal 
over the cut of the NML, the bridge carrying 
the railway over the aqueduct, and the deck of 
the M5 motorway flying over the top, supported 
on huge concrete ‘barrels’ set into the canal.

2.2.7 The third is the area of Zone 5 where the 
Engine Arm Aqueduct over the NML, its 
junction with the OML, Smethwick locks and 
indexing station, and an early brick roving bridge 
all occur within a short distance of one another. 
The reconstruction of an octagonal toll office 
in this location, though without strict historic 
precedent, adds significantly to the special 
character and interest of this central, and most 
publicly accessible section of the conservation 
area.

2.2.8 The last area, in Zone 7 is Smethwick junction 
where the OML and NML rejoin, with cast iron 
roving bridges, entrances to works basins, and 
the survivors of 19th century works buildings 
and perimeter walls, evoking the historic 
atmosphere of this section of the canal corridor.

2.2.9 In addition to these areas of significant historic 
landscape value, particularly good views can be 
gained in both directions from Brasshouse Lane 
Bridge, from which one can see two stretches 
of canal corridor of distinctly different, but 
equally significant landscape character.

Bromford Stop Island Engine Arm Aqueduct, Smethwick Locks and Toll Office

‘Crossing’ 2 Canals, Steward Aqueduct,
Intercity Mainline and M5 Motorway

Smethwick Junction



2.3 Summary of Signifi cance

2.3.1 The Smethwick Summit Conservation Area 
comprises a linear industrial landscape 
of considerable national, and potentially 
international importance.  It is understood that 
consideration was relatively recently given to 
an application being made for World Heritage 
status for the 
entire Birmingham 
Canal Navigations 
network (Crowe, 
2002, pers comm.).  
Due primarily to 
the fact that the 
major phases of 
its construction 
spanned such an 
extremely long 
period, from 
virtually the 
beginning of the 
history of canal 
building, to the end, 
the BCN network 
is considered to be 
unique nationally, 
and possibly 
internationally.

2.3.2 The section of 
the BCN network 
which is included 
within the 
conservation area is one of the most complex, 
well-researched and interesting stretches of 
the network, including all major phases of the 
BCN development, thereby itself spanning 
almost the entire major period of canal building 
in this country, and involving three of its most 
prominent exponents.

2.3.3 The 1984 conservation area designation 
acknowledged the most signifi cant elements 
of the canal system in this locality, yet whilst 
the conservation area contains a large body 
of structures considered to be of national 
importance, and the variety of landscape 
features and built structures discussed above 
are considered to make a very positive 
contribution to the special character and 
appearance of the conservation area as it is 
now, there is little surviving evidence which 
manages to convey a real sense of the former 
atmosphere of the canals; of the harshness of 

life on the canal boats; of the volume of traffi c 
and resulting frustration with congestion at the 
locks which occasionally broke out into fi ghts; 
of the everyday use of the canal by adjacent 
industry, into which the canal fl owed via private 
arms and basins.

2.3.4    Interestingly, this is not an uncommon problem. 
There are c.500 miles 
of canal network now 
lying within designated 
conservation areas, yet it 
is understood that along 
much of this length the 
area of designation is 
drawn tight to the canal 
corridor, and excludes 
the industrial hinterland 
that the canals were 
constructed to serve 
(Crowe, 2002, pers comm.).  
It is likely that elsewhere, 
as along the Galton 
Valley, re-development, 
subsequent disuse and 
dereliction followed by 
further re-development 
has gradually degraded 
the industrial hinterland 
to a degree where it 
no longer satisfi es the 
criteria necessary to merit 
designation as an ‘area 
of special architectural or 

historic interest’, such that only the tight canal 
corridor, where redevelopment is not physically 
possible, is able to meet those criteria.

2.3.5 The present relative tranquillity of the canal 
corridor through this densely urban industrial 
area appears slightly incongruous, with only 
small signs, such as the deep grooves cut into 
the fabric of the bridges by the tow ropes, 
and the evidence of blocked canal basins to 
suggest a former, busier atmosphere.  While 
it is acknowledged that the life of the canals 
as a fundamental feature of the transport 
infrastructure of this industrial heartland can 
never be restored, it is considered imperative 
that new life is brought to the canal network 
such that it not only survives as one of the 
foremost industrial landscapes in Britain, but 

 can again play a signifi cant role in the daily life
 of Smethwick.

The Deep Cutting















3.3 An initial assessment from documentary 
sources identifi ed that Zone 2a was of potential 
signifi cance due to its historically prime location 
adjacent to the canal, and to the location of 
early industry here.  A number of late 19th 
century buildings survive in this area, including, 
most signifi cantly, the listed offi ces and works of 
Archibald Kenrick, and the offi ce of the former 
Spon Lane works, which are currently included 
in the designated area, and the former buildings 
of the Stour Valley Works.

3.4 The few surviving buildings of the Stour Valley 
Works and Spon Lane Foundry to the west of 
Spon Lane were originally served by three canal 
basins.  However, survival is poor, and their 
relationship with the canal severely impacted 
by the construction of the M5, and it is not 
considered that these buildings would make a 
positive contribution to the conservation area. 
It is therefore not proposed to recommend 
inclusion of the area of Zone 2a within the 
designated area.

3.5 While the buildings of the Kenrick and Spon 
Lane works are of architectural interest, 
and make a signifi cant contribution to the 
townscape of their vicinity, their lack of 
relationship with the canal makes their inclusion 
within an essentially canal-based conservation 
area inappropriate, and it is not considered 
that they make a positive contribution to 
the identifi ed character of Zone 2.   As the 
Kenrick offi ces are listed, they enjoy the level 
of protection implicit in that designation, and 
it is therefore 
recommended 
that they be 
excluded 
from the 
conservation 
area.

3.6 The former toll 
house on the 
Birmingham 
to Dudley 
turnpike, on 
the north side 
of the High Street, is related neither in function 
or appearance to those features which give the 
conservation area its special interest, and due to 
its divorced location, separated from the rest of 
the conservation area by the dual carriageway 
of Tollhouse Way and the railway line, it is 

3. Proposed Changes to   
  Conservation Area   
  Boundary

3.1 Section 5.0 of the Conservation Area Appraisal 
report, (the full document refers), identifi es 
the special architectural and historic interest, 
and the character of the individual zones of 
the conservation area, while section 6.0 sets 
out the more general special interest of the 
conservation as a whole.  These provide a set of 
parameters against which the appropriateness 
of the existing conservation area boundary 
can be assessed, and the case made for any 
proposed changes to the designated area.

3.2 Section 1.3 of the Conservation Area Appraisal 
report identifi ed a number of locations at 
which the conservation area boundary offsets 
from the canal corridor to include individual 
buildings of historic interest.  However, both 
PPG15 and English Heritage guidance stress 
that “it is the quality and interest of areas rather 
than that of individual buildings which should be 
the prime consideration in identifying conservation 
areas” (PPG 15, para. 4.2), and it is necessary 
to identify whether they individually make a 
positive contribution to the special character 
and interest of the zone of the conservation 
area in which they lie.  Each proposed 
amendment to the boundary of the area will be 
discussed in order from west to east.

Kenrick’s Clock Tower

The Toll House, High St.



3.8 The conservation area currently includes four 
sites in Zone 6a; the former corporation depot, 
now the Smethwick Enterprise centre, the site 
of the Smethwick Engine, Lime Wharf and the 
malthouse at the eastern end of the Engine Arm. 
Limited site investigation has indicated that not 
only do a number of early industrial buildings 
survive to the east of the Enterprise Centre, 
but that their canal elevations are fundamental 
to creating the special character and interest of 
this part of the conservation area.   The study 
has also indicated that Zones 6 & 6a combine to 
form one of the very few areas surviving within 
the conservation area where a real sense of the 
authentic character of the canal system through 
this urban area can still be appreciated, and for 
this reason it is recommended that the section 
of Zone 6a between the Enterprise Centre and 
Lime Wharf is added to the designated area.

unable to make a positive contribution to its 
special character or appearance.  It is therefore 
recommended that it is not included within the 
designated area.   As it is a listed building it does 
not need the additional level of development 
control afforded by inclusion within the 
conservation area.

3.7 The Canal Heritage Centre on Brasshouse Lane 
together with the community gardens to its 
west are currently included in the designated 
area. However, the former public house in which 
the heritage centre is located considerably post-
dates the main period of canal transport in this 
area, was not directly associated with the canal, 
and has no visual relationship with it.  

 The community gardens are situated at the 
very top of the embankment of the OML, and 
similarly have no direct relationship with the 
canal.  It is therefore considered that neither of 
these features make a positive contribution to 
the conservation area, and should be omitted 
from it.

New Pumping Station 2003

A derelict Smethwick New Pumping Station
during the 1970s

Winson Green Stop Island



3.9 It is also recommended that the eastern end of 
the Sandwell section of the Birmingham Canal, 
from Smethwick junction at the eastern end of 
the conservation area as currently designated, 
to the Birmingham boundary, is included within 
the Conservation Area.  The landscape analysis 
identified two zones of differing character 
within this stretch of canal; Zone 7, flanked by 
large-scale old and modern industry, and the 
more open, semi-rural Zone 8, with its well-
vegetated feeder embankment and distant views 
to Birmingham. 

3.10 This section of historic landscape is considered 
to be of a similar level of interest and character 
as other zones currently within the designated 
area. Both zones contain many of those 
landscape features and structures which are 
considered to contribute most significantly 
to the special character and interest of 
the conservation area, including vegetated 
embankments, towpath bridges, cast iron roving 
bridges, and relict canal loops such as the Cape 
Arm and the special character of Winson Green 
stop, with its bridges and toll island is an echo of 
Bromford stop which marks the western end of 
the conservation area. 

3.11 It is also recommended that the extant 
section of the Cape Arm is included within the 
designated area due to its special character 
and interest, similar to that of Zone 6a, and the 
contribution that this would make to the special 
interest of the conservation area as a whole.

3.12 Consideration was also given to the inclusion of 
all or part of Zone 7a.  In the light of concerns 
about the relative absence of areas of industrial 
hinterland to the canals from designated 
conservation areas (see 2.3.4 above), this zone 
appeared to represent a real opportunity to 

address this problem.  Being beyond the high 
ground of the Smethwick Summit, this area 
provided prime development land adjacent 
to the canal, and was therefore one of the 
first areas to be developed in the late 18th 
century by the industries which went on to 
occupy the majority of available building land 
by the mid 19th century.  Significant buildings 
and remains survive of some of these early 
industries, most notably at the Soho Foundry, 
and provide a rapidly disappearing example 
of the former historic character of the wider 
area.  Additionally, this zone includes the site 
of Brindley’s original bottom lock, and the Old 
Navigation, a public house shown on the c.1828 
map and an integral part of canal life around the 
Smethwick locks.

3.13 Although the area to the east of the Ruck of 
Stones junction is historically significant, and 
contains some significant buildings including the 
Tramway Generating Station and offices, the 
internationally important Soho Foundry, and 
a number of in-filled canal basins, the general 
quality of this area has been considerably 
degraded by large industrial sheds and 
unsympathetic uses, and it is considered that 
its wholesale inclusion within the conservation 
area would be difficult to support on appeal. 
However, consideration might be given to the 
creation of a small conservation area specific to 
the Soho Foundry site.

3.14 As the currently designated area includes 
Brindley’s middle and top locks, it is 
recommended that the site of the bottom lock 
is also included as it survives in-situ, albeit in a 
buried context. It is also considered appropriate 
that the Old Navigation P.H is  included, due to 
its close association with life on the canal.

Engine Arm Aqueduct and Smethwick Enterprise Centre

Former Soapworks Basin Bridge



4.0 Recommendations for
Future Management 

4.1  Opportunities for Enhancement

4.1.1 Increased use of the canal corridors would 
improve the present isolated and sometimes 
hostile atmosphere along some stretches, and 
all proposals for increased visitor use, and 
developments which would result in increased 
use of the canal frontage should be encouraged.

4.1.2 Circular walking and cycle routes from the 
town centre, railway stations and nearby 
car parks should be created, and on-site 
interpretation of the more signifi cant heritage 
assets should be undertaken.

4.1.3 Wherever possible, existing historically 
signifi cant frontages to the canal should be 
restored, and new boundary treatments using 
traditional materials should be encouraged.

4.1.4 Existing signifi cant views of principal historic 
assets should be opened up; for example the 
view from the tow path access off Galton 
Bridge to the eastern elevation of Galton Bridge 
should be improved through selective tree and 
shrub thinning.

4.1.5 Wherever possible, land uses such as landfi ll and 
scrap yards, which are incompatible with the 
area’s conservation area status, and materially 
affect the setting of signifi cant listed buildings 
and ancient monuments, should be re-located.

4.1.6 The historical character of Galton House 
gardens could be strengthened through 
appropriate construction of paths, management 
and maintenance of extant landscape features 
and sympathetic new planting.

4.1.7 Areas of vegetation could be managed to 
protect and enhance nature conservation value, 
encourage tree and shrub screening of intrusive 
elements, maintain a green corridor through 
Zones 1, 4, 5 and 8. 

Engine Arm Aqueduct

Galton Bridge,
Grade 1 Listed Building



4.2 Recommendations re. Planning Policy 
and Guidance

4.2.1 Unlike many conservation areas where there is 
a considerable threat from new development 
within the designated area, and therefore a need 
to identify appropriate building styles, massing 
and materials, this is not the case here, where 
the tight boundaries of the conservation area 
result in there being few opportunities for 
re-development within the area, but where 
development on sites adjacent to some zones 
of the designated area would have a significant 
impact on its character and appearance. 

4.2.2 The Conservation Area Appraisal should form 
the basis of assessment of all development 
proposals within the Conservation Area and 
along the boundaries of the Conservation Area.  
Special regard should be given to the individual 
characteristics of the historic landscape zones.

4.2.3 An Environmental Impact Assessment should be 
considered as a requirement for any significant 
developments which might affect historic assets 
of the Conservation Area or its character.  All 
significant developments should be subject to 
an Environmental Scoping Report and scoping 
decision by Sandwell Borough Council.

 4.2.4 In order to assess the potential impact of future 
development proposals on both the character 
and setting of the Conservation Area, proposals 
for development within Conservation Areas 
will be assessed against the criteria outlined in 
UDP Review Policies C1 – Conservation, C3 
– Conservation Areas, and against Development 
Control Policy DC8 – Development in 
Conservation Areas and areas of Townscape 
Value.  The Council will expect any proposal 
within a Conservation Area to be supported 
by a Design Statement as specified in Policy 
UD2, which should include both written and 
illustrative material.

4.2.5 Development should assist in recreating a 
dynamic relationship between the canal frontage 
and adjoining built form, and should respect, 
maintain and recreate historic development 
patterns within the Conservation Area and 
adjoining townscape setting, as supported by 
Policy C7 – Canals, and the criteria outlined in 
Policy DC4 – Canals.

4.2.6 Additional views of the Conservation Area 
should be opened up to increase intervisibility 
with the surrounding townscape and 
increase public awareness of the canal and its 
Conservation Area.

4.2.7 Open green areas should be managed 
primarily to protect and enhance their nature 
conservation value.  Significant tree and 
woodland groups identified in the Conservation 
Area Appraisal are to be protected and 
managed to ensure their continued contribution 
to the character of the area.  The loss of 

 these features will only be 
 considered where adequate 
 and appropriate alternative 
 replacement 
 planting proposals 
 are agreed.

Old Main Line

Sandwell Park Colliery and Colliery Loading Wharf



4.2.8 Any development which may affect the nature 
conservation value of the conservation area 
should pay particular regard to the criteria 
contained in Policy NC1 – Nature Conservation 
and New Development.  Any landscape works 
along the canal banks should follow the 

 suggested management proposals agreed 
between the Urban Wildlife Trust and officers 
of Sandwell MBC to protect important habitats, 
particularly acid grassland and heath, and 
emerging marginal wetland.  Hedgerow layering 
should continue and the open embankments 
maintained as a mosaic of grassland, tall herb 
and scrub by selective cutting.  Works within the 
woodland of Galton House gardens should take 
account of breeding birds.

4.2.9 Proposed open spaces along the canal or leading 
off the canal should be designed to ensure 
the conservation or re-creation of traditional 
historic patterns and form.  Landscape 
proposals should be designed to reflect and 
reinforce the historic landscape character.  New 
public and private access arrangements for 
vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists should be of a 
high standard and in keeping with the historic 
and landscape character of the Conservation 
Area.

4.2.10 The Council should take into account the 
cumulative effect of developments on the 
character and setting of the Conservation Area 
on a five year cycle.

Colliery Loading Wharf. Loading Shutes from 1930s.

Colliery Loading Staithes



4.3 Recommendations re. Restoration and 
Repairs

4.3.1 All historic structures identifi ed as being of 
more than one phase of construction should 
be archaeologically recorded as a fi rst stage of 
any proposed programme of repairs to ensure 
that their chronological development is fully 
understood, and in order to inform the method 
and materials of repair. 

4.3.2 Wherever possible, materials used in the 
restoration of identifi ed heritage assets should 
closely match the original, however, where this 
is not possible, through prohibitive cost or lack 
of availability, appropriate alternatives should be 
identifi ed by a suitably qualifi ed conservation 
architect.

4.3.3 Restoration of the towpath, ramps, canal 
bridges, and other traditional hard landscape 
features should be planned in a co-ordinated 
way and in consultation with all relevant 
stakeholders.  A palette of materials and 
specifi cation of acceptable construction 
methods should be agreed and provided as 
design guidance.

4.3.4 Consideration should be given to the 
improvement and management of Galton House 
gardens to provide a focal point for walks within 
Zone 4 and enable views down to the Pump 
House and beyond.

4.3.5 Before works are carried out on any of the 
buildings, a survey for black redstarts should 
be carried out, and mitigation measures taken 
if present. Specifi c landscaping for this species 
should avoid the provision of trees and scrub 
to avoid competition from robins etc. and allow 
for the retention or creation of an open, hard-
surface landscape with rock features, grass 
patches and sedums.

4.3.6 Surveys should be carried out during the 
summer months of buildings and bridges 
where development or conservation works are 
proposed for the presence of breeding bats, and 
mitigation measures implemented. A licensed 
bat ecologist should check for hibernating bats 
prior to any building works undertaken during 
October to March. Consideration should be 
given to the provision of roost sites within 
renovated buildings.

Spon Lane South Bridge, 1829. Widened 1927.

Former Soapworks Basin Bridge



5.0 Summary

5.1 The Appraisal deals with the historic, 
 architectural, archaeological and landscape 

assets of Galton Valley/Smethwick Summit. 
It also puts forward recommendations for 
boundary changes, most significantly to 
extend the boundary to include the section 
of canal from Smethwick Junction to the 
Borough boundary with Birmingham.  This 
recommendation is fully supported.

5.2 On more detailed boundaries there are a 
number of issues:  (Preferred Boundary Option 
Figures 3a, 3b and 3c refer).

5.2.1  Houghton Street/Hall Street South.
 The Appraisal recommends that this area be 

omitted due to the severance from the Canal by 
the motorway. However, the preferred option 
retains the Kenrick’s site and the Houghton 
Street frontage within the Conservation Area 
due to the merits of the buildings and their 
historic links to the canal.

5.2.2 The Appraisal recommends that the Galton 
Valley Heritage Centre and adjoining open area 
be omitted due to lack of architectural/historic 
merit. The preferred option is to retain the 
Centre within the designated area as a focus for 
visitor activity.

5.2.3 The Appraisal recommends that an area near 
Bridge Street be added to the designated area 
based closely on the boundary of Brindley 
Bottom Lock, Navigation PH and surrounding 
buildings and structures. The preferred option 
extends this area to include Brindley II and the 
adjoining industrial buildings, to give greater 
control over this key area where change is 
anticipated and which the Appraisal identifies as 
a focus.

5.2.4 The Appraisal recommends extending the 
Conservation Area boundary from Engine Arm 
to Rolfe Street.   The preferred option accepts 
this but adds some small building groups on the 
opposite side of Rolfe Street to give control 
over identified older buildings on the south 
side which would otherwise be isolated and 
vulnerable.

5.2.5 The preferred option proposes other minor 
changes:

Bromford Stop - boundary moved slightly 
westwards to include an unlisted cast iron 
roving bridge.

Galton Bridge Station boundary extended 
southwards to Oldbury Road to include the 
new station, the whole of Galton Bridge and its 
setting.

Brindley Village - The original boundary related 
to the canal and the then derelict industrial 
site.  The new preferred option relates to 
the present canal-side structures following 
residential redevelopment.

5.3 Proposed recommendations in respect of 
planning policy and guidance are given in section 
4 above.

5.4 The consultation process seeks a response to 
these issues and comment on them.

The New Navigation Inn









6.0  Schedule of Extant Heritage Assets identifi ed in Smethwick  
 Summit Conservation Area Appraisal and Boundary Review
 Adapted from Smethwick Summit Galton Valley, Smethwick Conservation Area Appraisal.

 (Upson, Kirkham, Cox and Potter 2002) 

 and Soho Technology Park, Smethwick, Historic Landscape Appraisal.  

 (Upson, Kirkham and Potter 2002).
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Please send any comments or observations 
on this document to:

The Head of Planning and Development Services,
Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council

P.O. Box 42, Lombard Street, West Bromwich,
West Midlands, B70 8RU.

E-mail: nigel_haynes@sandwell.gov.uk

To discuss any related matter call:  0121-569 4022
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