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LAND AT BRADES RISE, OLDBURY, WEST MIDLANDS   

REMEDIATION STATEMENT 

1. In July 2001 Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council identified an area of 

land known as Land at Brades Rise, Oldbury, West Midlands as 

contaminated land under Section 78B (1) of the Environmental Protection 

Act 1990 – Part IIA. 

 

2. The Record of Determination for Land at Brades Rise is attached as 

Appendix 1. 

 

3. Following determination as contaminated land, the Council as enforcing 

authority was required to consider how remediation of the site should be 

undertaken and whether it would be appropriate to issue a remediation 

notice to require such remediation to be undertaken.    

 

4. Taking account of section 78H(5)(a) – (d) of Part 2A and the preference 

for remediation to be achieved without recourse to a remediation notice, 

the Council did not issue a Remediation Notice, being satisfied that 

voluntary remediation sufficient to mitigate any significant on-going risk 

would be undertaken within the planning process.   

 

5. Morris Homes (West Midlands) Limited instigated appropriate site 

investigation, risk assessment and subsequent remediation within 

planning application DC/03/40544 and successive applications 

(APP/G4620/A/1137577 and DC/07/48517) at: Land at Brades Rise, 

Oldbury, West Midlands. 

 

6. Morris Homes (West Midlands) Limited appointed GRM Development 

Solutions to design manage and validate remediation works, with 

groundworks undertaken by Armac Environmental Ltd. 
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7. The following documents were provided throughout the project for 

review and approval by Sandwell MBC in their capacity as regulator; 

 

Remediation Method Statement – Brades Rise Oldbury – Morris Homes 

(west Midlands) Limited – GRM Developments Limited - Ref: 

GRM/P4508/RMS.1 – August 2008; 

Ground Improvement Strategy – Brades Rise Oldbury – Morris Homes 

(west Midlands) Limited – GRM Developments Limited – Ref: 

GRM/P4508/GIS.1 – October 2008; 

 

Remediation Implementation Plan – Brades Rise Oldbury - Armac 

Environmental Ltd – Ref: AE/3664 Brades Rise/Implementation Plan – 

05/07/10. 

 

Brades Rise, Oldbury - Phase 1 Remediation Completion Report- Morris 

Homes (West Midlands) Ltd – Armac Environmental Ltd – Ref: AE/3664 

Brades Rise/Phase 1 Completion Report – 05/08/10. 

 

Brades Rise Completion Report - Phases 2, 3 and 4- Armac Demolition Ltd 

– May 20-14. 

 

The following documents form part of this record within Appendix 2; 

 

The Forge, Brades Rise, Oldbury – Phase 1 Certificate of Completion – 

GRM Developments Limited – Ref: P4508 – SMBC15. Let – 19/10/11. 

 

The Forge, Brades Rise, Oldbury – Phase 2 Certificate of Completion – 

GRM Developments Limited – Ref: P4508 – SMBC17. Let – 27/02/15. 

 

The Forge, Brades Rise, Oldbury – Phase 3 Certificate of Completion – 

GRM Developments Limited – Ref: P4508 – SMBC18. Let – 27/02/15. 
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The Forge, Brades Rise, Oldbury – Phase 4 Certificate of Completion – 

Ref: P4508 – SMBC19. Let – 27/02/15. 

 

8. The documentation set out above provides evidence that the site known 

as Land at Brades Rise, Oldbury, West Midlands, that has been 

determined as contaminated land, has now been remediated to a degree 

considered satisfactory.  As a result, the site is now deemed suitable for 

its current use. 

 

9. The site is now occupied by residential premises.  This statement applies 

to all such premises on Bhullar Way, Ditta Drive, Mayfly Close, Gower 

Croft and Silverlight Grove. 

 

Remediation Method Summary 

 

i. Site investigations undertaken prior to redevelopment works had 

determined the site to pose a “significant risk of significant harm”, due to 

the generation of landfill gas.  Furthermore, in terms of the proposed 

redevelopment ground conditions were deemed unsuitable due to the 

presence of putrescible waste and elevated concentrations of 

contaminants. 

 

ii. In summary, remedial earthworks comprised excavation, sorting and 

re-compaction of the upper 3-6m of site soils.  Within this process 

deleterious, oversized or unsuitable materials were segregated for 

disposal. 

 

iii. Following completion of the excavation and re-compaction programme, a 

perimeter gas vent trench was constructed around the site boundary to 

mitigate risk of off-site gas migration.  The vent trench was excavated to 

a depth of 3mbgl and backfilled with no fines aggregate (grain size 10-

40mm).  To account for the depth of made ground within the site, 

aggregate vent columns were also installed within the trench at 20m 
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intervals to a depth commensurate with the base of the made ground.  

The vent trenches remained open to atmosphere to maximise venting 

potential.  In lieu of a vent trench the north-eastern boundary (which is 

higher than adjoining land) was finished with an open aggregate crib-lock 

wall. 

 

iv. In order to mitigate on site risks from both ground gas and contaminated 

soils, a soil capping system was implemented across the site.   In summary, 

this comprised 450mm clean soil overlying a granular drainage layer.  

Beneath this a 1000mm low permeability clay cap was constructed 

underlain by a 250mm gas venting layer (10-40mm aggregate) connected 

to the boundary vent trench.  Layers were interspersed by geotextile. 

 

v. In addition to the installation of the clay capping system, each property 

was also equipped with a gas resistant membrane, extended across 

cavities and with sealed service entries.   

 

vi. The works summarised were designed and overseen by GRM 

Developments Limited (acting on behalf of Morris Homes (West 

Midlands) Ltd). Remedial groundworks were undertaken by ARMAC 

Environment/ Demolition Limited.  On completion GRM Development 

Limited validated all remediation and gas protection works to a standard 

agreed with regulators. 

 

vii. To ensure that the installed gas management system provides on-going 

protection post completion a Section 106 Agreement was entered into. 

This required an environmental to consultant to be appointed to 

undertake monitoring work and produce an annual report for a period of 

up to 10-years post completion.  This process is continuing to be 

undertaken by GRM Developments Limited.  
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Conclusion 

 

i. This statement was produced by   (Senior Environmental 

Protection Officer) in January 2024. 

 

ii. The purpose of the document is to provide confirmation that the site 

known as Land at Brades Rise, Oldbury, West Midlands has undergone 

voluntary remediation sufficient to address the pollutant linkage 

identified within the record of determination. 

 

iii. The voluntary remediation undertaken on behalf of Morris Homes (West 

Midlands) Limited was validated by GRM Developments Limited as 

appropriate to facilitate the redevelopment of the site for residential use. 

 

iv. The site is now occupied by residential premises.  This statement applies 

to all such premises on Bhullar Way, Ditta Drive, Mayfly Close, Gower 

Croft and Silverlight Grove. 
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APPENDIX 1 

 

Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council 

Record of Determination that land at Brades Rise is Contaminated Land 















 

Land At Brades Rise, Oldbury, West Midlands   

Remediation Statement 

 
 

 
 

 

APPENDIX 2 

 

Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council 

Remediation validation documentation 

 

 

 














